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What is subject choice?

⚫ Subject choice involves the choosing of 

subjects for your Leaving Certificate 

Examination

⚫ It is a very important process that will have 

implications for future career choices 

after leaving school

⚫ It needs time and attention.



Making the choice? How to do so?
Become aware of the similarities and differences in the 

content, style and approach of the different subjects.

Do YOU like learning things off by heart?

(Biology/Geography/History/Agricultural Science/          
Business/French/German)

Do YOU prefer problem solving?

(Chemistry/Accounting/Engineering/ Construction)

Do YOU like doing research?

(History/Geography/Home Economics/ LCVP)

Do YOU prefer more practical tasks?

(Engineering/ Construction/Art/Music)



Things to consider…….

⚫ What subjects am I good at now?

⚫ Ask present teachers about your abilities…..

⚫ Ask the subject teachers about what is needed to 
succeed in the subject

⚫ What are your strengths?

⚫ Are you neat and tidy in your approach to work tasks?

⚫ Do you like to be challenged?

⚫ Do you like reading/writing?

⚫ Do you like studying abstract concepts and ideas?

⚫ What have other people commented on that you are 
good at? 



Things to consider…….

⚫ What subjects are you best at?

⚫ What subjects do you like?

⚫ It may be necessary to choose a particular subject 
for a particular career. Ask why you need this 
subject?  

➢ Chemistry needed for Medicine/ Veterinary

➢ Science subject needed for Nursing

➢ Higher level Irish needed for Primary School teaching.

⚫ If the subject is not an automatic choice for you is 
the career a good choice?

⚫ Remember you may change your career path many 
times during the Leaving Certificate year!!!!!!



Things to consider…….

⚫ If unsure of your career path keep your 

choice of subjects wide.

➢ A science subject

➢ A business subject

➢ A modern foreign language

➢ A subject you enjoy



Subjects with a Project Option

⚫ Art

⚫ Agricultural 

Science

⚫ Construction

⚫ Engineering

⚫ History

⚫ Home Economics

⚫ Geography

⚫ LCVP



LEVELS OF COURSES ON 

OFFER AT 3RD LEVEL



3rd Level Entry Requirements

4 N.U.I. (National University of Ireland Colleges



4 NUI Colleges - Entry Requirements

Level 8 (3/4year hons degrees) 

Minimum Entry Requirements 

2H5 and 4O6/H7 – to include Irish and English

3rd language – needed for all except Science and 
Engineering courses (excluding Biotechnology)

Maths – needed for all courses except Arts degree

Science requirement – for all Science Engineering Medical 
Health Science and Nursing programmes  



Three Other Universities



UL and DCU - Entry Requirements

Level 8 (3/4year honours degrees) only

Minimum Entry Requirements

2H5 and 4O6/H7 – to include

English and a 2nd language 

(Irish or a modern language)

Maths – needed for all courses and will accept 
foundation for some. 

Science requirement – for all Science Engineering 
Medical Health Science and Nursing 
programmes  



Trinity - Entry Requirements

Level 8 (3/4year honours degrees) only

Minimum Entry Requirements 

3H5 and 3O6/H7 – to include

English and a 2nd language (Irish or a modern)

Maths – needed for all and will accept foundation for 

some. 

Science requirement – for all Science, Engineering, 

Medical. Health Science and Nursing programmes  



Some Exceptions

Does not require a 3rd language 

for Business or Law courses

ALWAYS CHECK THE INDIVIDUAL 

COLLEGE AS REQUIREMENTS 

CHANGE 



Technological Universities (5)

Institutes of Technology 



Technological Universities 
TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY AMALGAMATION OF FORMER 

INSTITUTES OF TECHNOLOGY

Technological University Dublin, (TU Dublin) Dublin City Campus, Blanchardstown 
Campus and Tallaght Campus, Dublin 
merged

Munster Technological University (MTU), Tralee IT and Cork IT Merged to form 
Munster Technological University

Technological University of the Shannon: 

Midlands Midwest (TUS)

Athlone IT and Limerick IT merged together

Atlantic Technological University (ATU) Letterkenny IT, Sligo I.T and Galway-Mayo I.T 

merged together

South East Technological University ( SETU) Waterford I.T, Carlow I.T, Wexford I. T plus 

campus in Kilkenny and in Wicklow merged 

together



Technological University/

Institute of Technology 

Entry Requirements

Level 6/ Level 7 Courses: 5 O6/H7 (Irish or 

English and Maths to be included

Level 8 Courses: 2 H5 and 4 O6/H7 (Irish or 

English and Maths to be included



Irish/ Language exemption

⚫ If you have a Irish exemption because of a specific 
learning difficulty as diagnosed in a Psychological 
report that exemption continues to 3rd level

⚫ The report may also indicate a modern language 
exemption but not always.

⚫ If you have an Irish Exemption because you began 
your Education in the Irish System after the age of 
11 – this continues to 3rd level but you do not have a 
modern language exemption – You must study 
another language.
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Other Requirements/ Subject 

Specific

⚫ H4 in Irish is required for entry into Primary 

School Teaching in the Republic of Ireland

⚫ Science subject for entry into nursing

⚫ H4 in Maths or higher is required for entry into 

Level 8 Engineering programmes.

⚫ Chemistry is required for entry into Pharmacy, 

Veterinary, Medicine, Dentistry, Human Nutrition











Points Chart

Grade(%) Points Higher 

Level

Grade(%) Points

Ordinary Level

H1 (90-100) 100 O1 (90-100) 56

H2 (80-89) 88 O2 (80-89) 46

H3 (70-79) 77 O3 (70-79) 37

H4 (60-69) 66 O4 (60-69) 28

H5 (50-59) 56 O5 (50-59) 20

H6 (40-49) 46 O6 (40-49) 12

H7 (30-39) 37 O7 (30-39) 0

H8 (0-29) 0 O8 (0-29) 0



Higher Maths - 25 extra H6 and above
Grade    Points Grade Points

H1 125 O1 56

H2 113 O2 46

H3 102 O3 37

H4 91 O4 28

H5 81 O5 20

H6 72 O6 12

H7 37 O7 0

H8 0 O8 0



LCVP What is it? Why study it?
⚫ This stands for the LEAVING CERTIFICATE 

VOCATIONAL PROGRAMME

⚫ This is a very practical subject

⚫ It is compulsory to study this subject in 5th year 

in the school.

⚫ It is a mix of work experience, business, the 

world of work and entrepreneurship.

⚫ It can earn you POINTS that you can use to 

gain a place at 3rd Level. Distinction:(66 points) 

Merit:(46points) Pass:(28 points)









LCVP Link Modules

% Obtained Grade Points

80-100 Distinction 66

65-79 Merit 46

50-64 Pass 28



Choosing Subjects: Core 

Subjects

Irish

English 

Maths

These subjects must be studied by all students.

Exception:

If you have an official exemption from Irish now

it follows through to Leaving Cert and onto 3rd

level.



Subjects on Offer in 

St. John Bosco Community 

College.

⚫ Construction

⚫ Engineering

⚫ Home Economics

⚫ Chemistry

⚫ Biology

⚫ Agricultural Science

⚫ Geography

⚫ History

⚫ German

⚫ French

⚫ Music 

⚫ Art

⚫ Accounting

⚫ Business



The Process of Choosing your 

Subjects

1ST – Order of Preference 
⚫ Construction

⚫ Engineering

⚫ Home Economics

⚫ Chemistry

⚫ Biology

⚫ Agricultural Science

⚫ Geography

⚫ History

⚫ French

⚫ Music 

⚫ Art

⚫ Accounting

⚫ Business

You will be asked to number the 

subjects in the order that you most 

want them. (1-5)

1= First preference

2= second preference

The lines offered are created based on 

these initial responses.

Make your decisions after due 

consideration and research.

Teacher allocation and number of 

classes per subject are decided at this 

point.



The Subject Choice Process

2nd – Choosing subjects in lines 
⚫ Construction

⚫ Engineering

⚫ Design and Communication Graphics

⚫ Home Economics

⚫ Chemistry

⚫ Physics

⚫ Biology

⚫ Agricultural Science

⚫ Geography

⚫ History

⚫ French

⚫ Music 

⚫ Art

⚫ Accounting

⚫ Business

When your initial responses are 

collated 4 SUBJECT LINES are 

created as you see on Leaving 

Cert/ 5th year timetables

You will then be asked to pick 

one subject on each line

Make sure to fill in details at the 

bottom if some of the lines offer 

you little option in relation to your 

initial preferences



Example of possible subject lines 

based on fictional student replies

1) Engineering Home Economics Art Business

2) Construction French/German     History  Accounting

3) Biology Geography Ag. Science Home Economics

4)Accounting  French/German   Chemistry   Construction



Important to Note:

➢ Two classes in any subject will only be available if 

student numbers are sufficient and teachers are 

available.

➢ St. John Bosco Community College strive to make as 

many subjects available to students as possible and to 

give students the subjects they desire. 

➢ Be proactive and decisive in your subject choice based 

on thorough research.  



LEAVING CERT REFORM

⚫ Major Leaving Certificate reforms are currently 
being introduced on a phased basis. 

⚫ Each year, a new "tranche" of subjects will 

move to a revised curriculum that 

includes Additional Assessment 

Components (AACs)

⚫ These AAC’s are worth at least 40% of the 

total marks in a subject, separate from the 
traditional June exams.

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/publications/senior-cycle-redevelopment-what-it-means-for-me/


2025–2026 (Tranche 1 Rollout)

The current 5th Year students were first to experience these 
revised subjects:
The Revised Subjects are: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Business, Arabic, Ancient Greek, and Latin.

New Subjects:

Climate Action and Sustainable Development

Drama, Film and Theatre Studies

New Senior Cycle SPHE curriculum is compulsory

There is a revised Transition Year programme statement



2026–2027 (Tranche 2 Rollout)

Students entering 5th Year in September 2026 will see 
the following subjects updated:
•Revised Subjects: Construction Studies, Engineering, 
Physical Education, and LCVP Link Modules.



2027–2028 (Tranche 3 Rollout)

Students entering 5th Year in September 2027 will transition to 
revised versions of:
•Revised Subjects: History, Agricultural Science, Computer 
Science, Design and Communications Graphics, Home 
Economics, Mathematics, Accounting and Music.
•Bonus Marks: From the 2027 Leaving Cert exams, bonus 
marks for answering in Irish will be extended to 
include Additional Assessment Components (coursework), not 
just written exams.

https://www.rte.ie/news/education/2026/0121/1554223-leaving-certificate-irish-marks/


2028–2029 (Tranche 4 Rollout)

Students entering 5th Year in September 2028
will transition to revised versions of the:
•Subjects: Art, Economics, Geography, Politics & 
Society, Technology, Gaeilge, and Modern Foreign 
Languages.

•The reforms emphasize updated content and, 
in some cases, the introduction of additional 
assessment components (e.g., project work).



Accounting

⚫ The student needs to enjoy bookkeeping.

⚫ Get satisfaction when accounts balance.

⚫ Enjoy working with numbers.

⚫ Be organised.

⚫ Show good attention to detail.

⚫ Having done J.C. Business an advantage but not essential.

⚫ Be prepared to problem solve.

⚫ It teaches students the bookkeeping side of business but delves

deeper, teaching students to analyse and interpret the figures.

⚫ It is assessed through one three hour exam.

⚫ Will be reformed Sept 2027

⚫ Career pathways might include accountancy, actuarial studies,

⚫ marketing, business or finance. 

⚫ It would also be an important subject choice for those thinking of 

starting their own business.



Business

⚫ It is the study of the environment in which a business operates.

⚫ Need to like memorising material.

⚫ If a student is good at expressing themselves on paper and knows 
the course it will be a huge advantage and high grades can be 
achieved.

⚫ A very theoretical subject with very useful applications.

⚫ Leaving cert Business is assessed through an exam worth 60% in 

June

⚫ Additional assessment components( coursework) ( worth 40%) 

completed before the June exam

⚫ Business is NOT specifically required for entry into any third level 

course but it would certainly be beneficial for candidates who might 

be interested in courses or careers in the area of finance, banking, 

insurance, enterprise, law, communications.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartheaven.com/clipart/occupations/cartoons_(m_-_z)/office_worker_3.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartheaven.com/show/clipart/occupations/cartoons_(m_-_z)/office_worker_3-gif.html&usg=__lO2Muy63hi0W-ylDcO-ksGdPCGY=&h=356&w=490&sz=8&hl=en&start=16&zoom=1&tbnid=le6IYPX9oSlIWM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=130&ei=_plPTqGnIYbRhAfJ3cXMBg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Doffice%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Agricultural Science
⚫ One of the four Science Subjects

⚫ Practical Project =  worth 25%

⚫ Study of the locality and rural way of life

⚫ Basic knowledge of farming a help but not essential if the student is 

prepared to work.

⚫ Easy to relate content to the real life

⚫ Science of Agriculture not Agriculture

⚫ Helps if you likes Science at Junior Cert level.

⚫ You will study plants and animal types associated with agriculture. 

⚫ Investigations are undertaken into such aspects as soil, ecology, plant and 

animal physiology, farm crops, farming practices, genetics and microbiology.

⚫ 75% of the marks are going for the written paper.

⚫ 25%  of the marks are based on an assessment of your work 

(including investigations and practical experience)

⚫ Will be reformed Sept 2027

⚫ It’s popular among students who are looking to study veterinary, science 

zoology or agriculture in college

⚫ It is NOT essential for any CAO courses.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.valdosta.edu/~slyork/science.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.valdosta.edu/~slyork/&usg=__yygim_GMAkKVN50aEDNlCctbe3o=&h=257&w=219&sz=6&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&tbnid=Yve6aUPBiZ4TwM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=95&ei=U5pPTubGH8LOhAf4gZX3Bg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dscience%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Biology
⚫ One of the Science Group Subjects

⚫ Very long course.

⚫ Perceived to be the easiest Science subject but it is not. 

⚫ A very popular choice.

⚫ The student must like memorising material

⚫ Additional assessment components( coursework) ( worth 40%) 

completed before the June exam

⚫ Drawing ability a help

⚫ You MUST have biology for Genetics in UCC, Human Health & 

Disease in Trinity and Veterinary Medicine in UCD.

⚫ The study of biology would be a distinct advantage for any biology 

based courses including medicine, nursing as well as environmental 

sciences or biotechnology.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.valdosta.edu/~slyork/science.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.valdosta.edu/~slyork/&usg=__yygim_GMAkKVN50aEDNlCctbe3o=&h=257&w=219&sz=6&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&tbnid=Yve6aUPBiZ4TwM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=95&ei=U5pPTubGH8LOhAf4gZX3Bg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dscience%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Chemistry
⚫ One of the Science subjects

⚫ It is a challenging Science subject

⚫ It is essential for entry into some 3rd level courses 
e.g veterinary, dietetics, medicine

⚫ Formulae now found in log tables so not as much 
learning off as before.

⚫ A reasonable ability at Maths is necessary
⚫ Additional assessment components( coursework) 

(worth 40%) completed before the June exam

⚫ Huge job opportunities for Chemistry graduates

⚫ Useful foundation for many 3rd level courses in the 
Engineering and Science areas as well as in the 
food/nutrition industries.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.valdosta.edu/~slyork/science.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.valdosta.edu/~slyork/&usg=__yygim_GMAkKVN50aEDNlCctbe3o=&h=257&w=219&sz=6&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&tbnid=Yve6aUPBiZ4TwM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=95&ei=U5pPTubGH8LOhAf4gZX3Bg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dscience%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Construction

⚫ Interest in general construction desirable. You will be 
learning every aspect about the house you live in from 
foundation to walls, doors, roof, etc….

⚫ Interest in drawing desirable. Drawing a house to scale

⚫ Topics: Energy efficiency, carbon footprint, sustainable 
development.

⚫ Junior cert Technical Graphics and Woodwork not 
essential but are a help

⚫ 25% project of your choice e.g. table/model of a 
house…..

⚫ 50% theory and drawing details

⚫ 25% day practical exam in woodwork/construction

⚫ Careers: Cabinet making/civil engineering/health and 
safety/architecture/structural engineering

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/8/2/4/d/1197124191544202843dchandlr_dchandlr_work.svg.svg.med.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-15464.html&usg=__bpt3Iyy4E-BgAxEmVIvZGTNzfsg=&h=300&w=300&sz=10&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=0W65R-IRGWKSWM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&ei=NZdPTob1B4S1hAePr-zmDQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dconstruction%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Engineering – Materials and 

Technology

⚫ 25% Project

⚫ 25% Practical exam

⚫ 50% Theory

⚫ Excellent introduction to any 3rd level course in 
Engineering/design/materials/science/manufacturing

⚫ Examines materials (both metals and non-metals) and 
their properties.

⚫ Examines how ordinary everyday items are 
manufactured and how complex components are 
assembled.

⚫ This theory is then applied in the workshop in the 
projects the students design and make.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://abkldesigns.com/clipart2/ind1.gif&imgrefurl=http://abkldesigns.com/clipart2/indust1.html&usg=__I1sl62NzEQQcfG4IEU9IteVQ3kI=&h=174&w=364&sz=12&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=FdNN7GqeZ4RUJM:&tbnh=58&tbnw=121&ei=HZtPTpDLDZK3hAeN_uTgBg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dindustrial%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Why study Art?

If you have natural ability you need not ask this question as 
your talent is something that needs to be nurtured and 
developed. Art is a very worthwhile subject choice leading 
to careers in areas as diverse as:
⚫ Graphic design            

⚫ Interior design

⚫ Architecture 

⚫ Software design 

⚫ Fashion design

⚫ Gallery curator

⚫ Make-up artistry        

⚫ Advertising

⚫ Film production      

⚫ Engineering- Environmental Planning

⚫ Primary school teaching.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://sfxc.mycpanel.net/file.php/1/Images/Subject_Icons/clip_art_art_8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sfxc.mycpanel.net/index.php%3Fcal_m%3D9%26cal_y%3D2011&usg=__L8l3xaXj_rpZbE6bjTnaIhGtrVw=&h=360&w=360&sz=26&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=Q0WWCVMZd9TwgM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&ei=_JVPTqfrJ9G4hAeGnNHkBg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dart%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Art

⚫ Art to Junior Cert is an advantage but not 
mandatory, what’s most important is to have a 
genuine interest in the subject

⚫ The Art Practical is now an ongoing project 
completed in school. Attendance is mandatory. Work 
cannot be done at home.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://sfxc.mycpanel.net/file.php/1/Images/Subject_Icons/clip_art_art_8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sfxc.mycpanel.net/index.php%3Fcal_m%3D9%26cal_y%3D2011&usg=__L8l3xaXj_rpZbE6bjTnaIhGtrVw=&h=360&w=360&sz=26&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=Q0WWCVMZd9TwgM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&ei=_JVPTqfrJ9G4hAeGnNHkBg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dart%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


German/ French 
➢ Students need to have a good foundation in Junior 

Certificate German/ French in order to do higher level in 
the Leaving Certificate.

➢ A continental language is necessary for some 
courses in some colleges.

➢ 45% of marks in the Leaving Certificate exam go 
between oral and aural exams.

➢ Students must be committed to working consistently 
throughout the two years of the Leaving Certificate 
course in order to develop their skills in speaking, 
reading, listening and writing. 

➢ Cultural understanding- Speaking a new language 
helps you to get to know another people and culture

➢ An obvious reason to learn a new language is to be able 
to communicate with the people who speak it. This 
includes both the people you meet when traveling as 
well as people in your own community. Very useful 
especially when combined with Business/ Law/ Science/ 
Engineering.



Geography

⚫ A very interesting subject as it is so varied.

⚫ Students must complete a field trip and this 

accounts for 20% of the total exam.

⚫ It involves a mixture of learning, researching, 

drawing, map reading and reading. Great variety of 

learning styles

⚫ It is not essential for any course but can be counted 

as a Science subject in a limited number of courses.



Why study History? 

⚫ History gives students the skills to explore and 
analyse many of the major developments that have 
shaped our current world.

⚫ Studying history provides a sound academic and 

practical basis for a variety of careers.

⚫ It gives students skills of analysis, problem solving 
and independent thinking which are essential at 
third level. 

⚫ History students acquire a broad perspective that 
gives them the range and flexibility required in many 
work situations – law, public administration, research 
and development and teaching.



Why study History?

⚫ Studying history improves basic writing, speaking and 

analytical skills which are essential requirements for work in both 

the public and private sector. 

⚫ History students develop research skills along with the ability to 

find and evaluate sources of information and the means to identify 

and evaluate diverse sources.

⚫ It is beneficial if the student has a good command of English – 3 

essay style answers are required in the exam. 

⚫ A document based question provides students with the 

opportunity to examine political cartoons, speeches, news reports 

and evaluate their contribution to a certain topic. 

⚫ The project is worth 20% and is pre-submitted, the student 

chooses a topic of historical significance for independent research. 



Home Economics

⚫ Very relevant to today’s world and so material 

is accessible

⚫ Learn about social skills

⚫ Optional textiles section

⚫ Study interior design

⚫ Opportunity to create your own menus

⚫ Nutrition and diets etc…

⚫ Journal Pre-Submitted: worth 20% of final 

exam

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/misc/food/chefs/pastry-chef.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/restaurant-staff.shtml&usg=__fdP9cIO5lK7tJ3GOcxKSz3W5Wlo=&h=225&w=207&sz=12&hl=en&start=15&zoom=1&tbnid=OTjj9Lgw7HKPjM:&tbnh=108&tbnw=99&ei=3phPTv_8C4qLhQeIwsTEBg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dchef%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Music

⚫ 3 Components

Composing

Listening

Practical

⚫ Each of these accounts for 25%

⚫ The remaining 25% can be taken from any of the above 
i.e. the practical element can be 50%

⚫ For the practical, students must present one or two of 
the following activities

Singing solo/group

Playing an instrument

Music technology  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://img57.imageshack.us/img57/3033/en00354ha0.gif&imgrefurl=http://clipart-for-free.blogspot.com/2008/07/music-note-clipart-and-music-related.html&usg=__HY7hcEZpeJteepnRPS5mfqgQgbg=&h=364&w=465&sz=10&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&tbnid=HD6VahhfKoW6jM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=128&ei=vJdPToefKoy1hAf_3rX9Bg&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dmusic%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26rlz%3D1T4HPEB_enIE324IE230%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Science

Chemistry Physics Biology

Agriculture 
Science

(not recognised 
as a 

Science subject 
in the UK) 



Business

Business Accounting

Language

French

German



Social
Science

Geography History
Home

Economics
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KEEPING ALL OPTIONS OPEN

⚫ ENGLISH

⚫ IRISH

⚫ MATHS

⚫ MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE

⚫ SCIENCE SUBJECT

⚫ BUSINESS SUBJECT

⚫ SUBJECT YOU ENJOY
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SCIENCE SUBJECT: CAREER 

AREAS

⚫ SCIENCE

⚫ ENGINEERING*

⚫ MEDICINE

⚫ DENTISTRY

⚫ VETERINARY

⚫ PHARMACY

⚫ PHYSIOTHERAPY

⚫ RADIOGRAPHY

⚫ NURSING

⚫ NAVAL CADETS

⚫ ARCHITECTURE

⚫ OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

⚫ SPEECH THERAPY

⚫ SPORTS SCIENCE

⚫ MEDICAL LAB. SCIENCE

⚫ DIETETICS

⚫ OPTOMETRY

⚫ PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT

⚫ INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

⚫ INFORMATIONTECHNOLOGY.
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THIRD LANGUAGE: CAREER 

AREAS

➢ NUI Colleges

➢ College of 

Surgeons

➢ Cadets

➢ Hotel Management

➢ Tourism

➢ DEGREES in

EUROPEAN STUDIES.

➢ LANG. and CULTURE

➢ APPLIED LANGS

➢ B.A. LANGUAGES

➢ LAW +

➢ COMPUTERS +

➢ ENGINEERING +

➢ BUSINESS +

➢ SCIENCE +
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INPORTANT

⚫ THERE ARE EXCEPTIONS TO EVERY 

RULE.

⚫ IF YOU HAVE SOME SPECIFIC CAREER 

AREA IN MIND CHECK IF IT HAS ANY 

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.

⚫ ASK QUESTIONS. 

⚫ DO YOUR RESEARCH.
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IMPORTANT

This information is general and broad in 

nature. If you have a particular area of 

interest or any question, 

ASK??? 
Don’t assume and regret staying quiet later.



Useful Websites

www.cao.ie – College entry system in Ireland

www.ucas.com – UK/NI College entry system

www.qualifax.ie – Course/Career/Subject research

www.careersportal.ie – Course/Career/Subject

www.careersnews.ie – Daily updates

www.accesscollege.ie – HEAR/DARE

www.apprenticeships.ie – How to register for apprenticeships

www.fetch.ie - Further Education and training courses

All 3rd level institutions have a website

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.careersnews.ie/
http://www.accesscollege.ie/
http://www.apprenticeships.ie/
http://www.fetch.ie/


Overview

⚫ Modern Language Requirement for entry to 

NUI Universities – (Except Science and 

Engineering)

⚫ Science Requirement – necessary for so 

many courses

⚫ Note: Agricultural Science is recognised as a 

subject in the UK but not as a Science 

subject. Won’t cover you if two Science 

subjects are required.



Conclusion

⚫ These are important decisions

⚫ It is YOU that will have to sit the Leaving Certificate 

Exam, What papers do you want to be completing?

⚫ YOU must be active in your research

⚫ Ask questions!

⚫ It is time to think where you want to go in the future. 

You don’t need to know your absolute destination 

but it helps to know in what direction you are 

headed.



Conclusion: What next?

• Mr O Rourke will forward a link after 

this presentation to an electronic form 

on VS Ware for students to fill in their 

subject choices.

• A video showing students/parents how 

to do will be emailed to parents.

• Closing date for receipt of subject 

choices is Friday April 17th



⚫YOUR FUTURE

⚫YOUR EXAMS

⚫YOUR RESPONSIBILTY

⚫YOUR CHOICE


